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Cleveland Museum of Art Showcases Gifts From 
Friends of Photography 


CLEVELAND (Dec. 3, 2002) — Gifts from the CMA Friends of Photography, a new exhibition of 15 color 
and black-and-white photographs by such artists as Sally Mann, Richard Misrach and Larry Fink, will open at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art Dec. 7, 2002, remaining on view through Apr. 23, 2003. Admission to this exhibition 
and the museum is free. 

Organized in 1992, the Cleveland Museum of Art’s Friends of Photography is a support group open to all 
museum members interested in photography. Its purpose is to cultivate knowledge of the art and history of the 
medium, to promote private collecting and to generate funds with which to acquire works for the museum. 

Curator of Photography Tom Hinson notes: “This show honors the group’s generosity to and support of 
the museum. All of the images are outstanding works of art, displaying each artist’s unique vision and passion for 
photography. With modest means, the Friends of Photography have donated works that richly expand the 
museum’s holdings of contemporary photographs.” 

The group sponsors presentations by internationally known photographers and distinguished critics and 
curators. Members visit museums and private collections and participate in personal viewing sessions with 
prominent photography dealers from around the country. The highlight of each year is the annual members meeting 
in which photographs — culled from a body of work selected by the museum’s director, deputy director for 
collections and programs and the photography curator — are selected for presentation to the museum. The 
museum’s holdings have been enriched by the Friends of Photography’s desire to choose images by younger artists 
not represented in the collection and by adding new works by photographers already represented. 

For example, Richard Misrach’s Swamp and Pipeline, Geismar, Louisiana, (1998, printed 2001) is a large, 
intensely colorful image (18-3/16 x 23-3/16 inches) of an unsightly pipe bisecting a swamp. Misrach (born 1949) 
reveals his concern for the environment by juxtaposing the inherent beauty of the natural landscape with 
humanity’s destructive impact on it. 

Other artists, such as Sally Mann (born 1951) and Zeke Berman (born 1951), challenge the viewer’s 
perception of illusion and reality. Mann’s Black Eye (1991, printed 1995) is reminiscent of the 19th-century post- 
mortem photographs the artist admires. It is difficult to determine from this portrait of her daughter, Virginia, with 
the child’s serene face, folded hands and oddly arranged hair, whether she is actually dead or alive. Berman’s 
Untitled (Fruit Basket) (1984) depicts a still life draped with strands of glue or string — revealing the image is a 


fabrication by the artist, existing solely to be photographed. 


(more) 
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The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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